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1. What were you expecting when you picked up this book . . . did it meet those expectations? 
2. What did you know about Taft before reading this book?  What did you learn?  Do you feel the political 

background provided on Taft was reliable?  Did you go look things up about him? 
3. We weren’t supposed to read this and Kindred back to back - were you overwhelmed by time traveling? 

Like Kindred, the author really didn’t explain how Taft got to the 21
st

 century . . .Was that a good thing or 
a bad thing? 

4. How well do you think Taft adjusted to our time?  What were some of the biggest adjustments? How do 
you think you would do jumping around time?  Would you rather go forward or backwards? 

5. Did you like Taft?   
6. Can you tell what the author’s political stance is from this book?  How well did he do in keeping it from 

the reader? 
7. Do you think a politician like Taft – both real and as shown in the book – could work in our time?  What 

can we do as citizens to encourage that centrist behavior? 
8. Why do you think the character of Irene – the old lady/little girl – was included?  What did she allow the 

author to do? 
9. How did you like Rachel, his granddaughter?  How do you think his 1900’s society norms dealt so easily 

with her choice of husband?  Was it all too easy? 
10. P42 - There is an excerpt from a fictional book . . . about greatness . . . Would you agree with that?  Who’s 

out there now that would meet that definition? 
11. What point was the author making about our eating habits and food supply?  Or was just using that as a 

jumping off point for the story?  Could it have been any industry?  But then, why did he choose food?  Did 
it scare you? 

12. P97 . . . Taft’s musings before going on TV. . . Americans never have to look each other in the eye. . . 
What’s your take on that?  Have we gotten more vicious through anonymity? 

13. Part of Taft’s adjustment was to the continuous news coverage . . . what’s your take on that? 
14. P173 . . .Taft explaining his world was just as complicated . . .Do we view the past in rose colored glasses?  

Should we?   
15. How did it help to have one of the characters, Susan, an historian?  Did that help the author explain Taft’s 

past to us? 
16. Did you like how the book was constructed, with the gray pages providing polls and twitters and outside 

opinions from the main story?  How did they add to the novel?  How did they take away? 
17. What did you think of his secret service guy, Kowalcyk?  How did he help Taft adjust? 
18. Did you find this book funny at all?  What parts made you laugh? 
19. Taft talked about being able to walk around when he was president . . . I know after Truman left office, he 

and Bess went on a road trip with little security . . . Why do you think things have changed so much?   
(P 192) 

20. P212 Taft was speaking to his statue . .  .No politician is his own man . . .Would you agree with that?  Do 
you think our politicians of today believe that?   

21. What did you think of his speech at the end, where he dropped out of the race .  .  .  Would any politician 
of today do that?   And what did you think of the very end .  .  . where he is finally sworn in as a Supreme 
Court Justice  .  .  . Remember in real life, he did become one.  .  .so the author sort of brought it back to 
reality .  .  . 

22. Would you vote for Taft?  Did you learn enough about his granddaughter to vote for her? 



23. This is a pretty timely book .  .  .Do you think this could last for a while?  Every four years?  Would you 
recommend this to someone?  Would they have to be Republican or Democratic to enjoy it?   
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   General Discussion Questions 

 

 For the person who chose the book – What made you want to read it?  What made you pick it 

for the book club?  Did it live up to your expectations? 

 

 How is the book structured?  First person? Third person? Flashbacks? Narrative devices?  Do you 

think the author did a good job with it? 

 

 How would you describe the author’s writing style?  Concise?  Flowery? How is language used in 

this book?  Read aloud a passage that really struck you.  How does that passage relate to the 

book as a whole? 

 

 How effective is the author’s use of plot twists?  Were you able to predict certain things before 

they happened? Did the author keep you guessing until the end? 

 

 Did the book hold your interest? 

 

 How important is the setting to the story?  Did you feel like you were somewhere else? Did the 

time setting make a difference in the story?  Did the author provide enough background 

information for you to understand the setting and time placement? 

 

 Which is stronger in the book – the characters or the plots? 

 

 Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why? And to whom? 
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Some Photos of Taft…. 
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A biography of Taft from WhiteHouse.gov 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/williamhowardtaft 

 
William Howard Taft 
Distinguished jurist, effective administrator, but poor politician, William Howard Taft spent four 
uncomfortable years in the White House. Large, jovial, conscientious, he was caught in the 
intense battles between Progressives and Conservatives, and got scant credit for the 
achievements of his administration. 

Born in 1857, the son of a distinguished judge, he graduated from Yale, and returned to 
Cincinnati to study and practice law. He rose in politics through Republican judiciary 
appointments, through his own competence and availability, and because, as he once wrote 
facetiously, he always had his "plate the right side up when offices were falling." 

But Taft much preferred law to politics. He was appointed a Federal circuit judge at 34. He 
aspired to be a member of the Supreme Court, but his wife, Helen Herron Taft, held other 
ambitions for him. 

His route to the White House was via administrative posts. President McKinley sent him to the 
Philippines in 1900 as chief civil administrator. Sympathetic toward the Filipinos, he improved 
the economy, built roads and schools, and gave the people at least some participation in 
government. 

President Roosevelt made him Secretary of War, and by 1907 had decided that Taft should be 
his successor. The Republican Convention nominated him the next year. 

Taft disliked the campaign--"one of the most uncomfortable four months of my life." But he 
pledged his loyalty to the Roosevelt program, popular in the West, while his brother Charles 
reassured eastern Republicans. William Jennings Bryan, running on the Democratic ticket for a 
third time, complained that he was having to oppose two candidates, a western progressive Taft 
and an eastern conservative Taft. 

Progressives were pleased with Taft's election. "Roosevelt has cut enough hay," they said; "Taft 
is the man to put it into the barn." Conservatives were delighted to be rid of Roosevelt--the "mad 
messiah." 

Taft recognized that his techniques would differ from those of his predecessor. Unlike 
Roosevelt, Taft did not believe in the stretching of Presidential powers. He once commented 
that Roosevelt "ought more often to have admitted the legal way of reaching the same ends." 



Taft alienated many liberal Republicans who later formed the Progressive Party, by defending 
the Payne-Aldrich Act which unexpectedly continued high tariff rates. A trade agreement with 
Canada, which Taft pushed through Congress, would have pleased eastern advocates of a low 
tariff, but the Canadians rejected it. He further antagonized Progressives by upholding his 
Secretary of the Interior, accused of failing to carry out Roosevelt's conservation policies. 

In the angry Progressive onslaught against him, little attention was paid to the fact that his 
administration initiated 80 antitrust suits and that Congress submitted to the states amendments 
for a Federal income tax and the direct election of Senators. A postal savings system was 
established, and the Interstate Commerce Commission was directed to set railroad rates. 

In 1912, when the Republicans renominated Taft, Roosevelt bolted the party to lead the 
Progressives, thus guaranteeing the election of Woodrow Wilson. 

Taft, free of the Presidency, served as Professor of Law at Yale until President Harding made 
him Chief Justice of the United States, a position he held until just before his death in 1930. To 
Taft, the appointment was his greatest honor; he wrote: "I don't remember that I ever was 
President." 

The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States 
of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House 
Historical Association. 
 


