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1. How did you like the structure of this book, with the story told in so many different voices?  Did 

they each have their own unique voice or did you have to check the chapter headings? 

2. How strong was her plot?  Could you figure out what was going on with the characters?  If you 

did, did it matter to you? 

3. Did her premise of having Marnie came back after all those years seem plausible?  Or again, 

didn’t it matter? 

4. What was the relationship between the two sisters before the accident?  How did it fall apart?  

Were you surprised that the loss of their mother did not bring them closer?  How did she affect 

them even after her death?   

5. What was their relationship like once Marnie came back home?  Were they coming to some sort 

of resolution?   

6. Were you surprised that Gil took to Marnie as quickly as he did?  Why do you think that was?    

7. Why did Marnie move to the desert?  Could she really run away from her past?  Can anybody? 

8. Did it seem like Diana’s illness was treated properly?  Was their mother’s? 

9. How accurate do you think the author’s descriptions of Diana’s bipolarism was?  Did the 

explanation of why she didn’t want to take her medication make sense? 

10. Why didn’t Diana share the information about their mother with other people, especially 

Marnie?  What was she looking for? 

11. What did you think of the husband, Quinn?    Was he too perfect for you?  Too understanding? 

12. What was the grandfather’s role in the story?   

13. Why were so many people speechless in the story – Grandfather, Gil?  Even Diana and Marnie 

refused to speak of some things.  What was the author trying to do with that symptom?  Do you 

think most people become mute on something in their life? 

14. What role did water portray in this book?   What did it mean to the different characters? 

15. Painting is Diana’s passion -  after the night on the boat with Gil, she was unable to paint until 

Marnie returns.  What do you think the significance of this is?   

16. Why did she always paint her sister somewhere in her works?  And why always with her face 

turned away?  Is her painting related to her mental illness? 

17. Why was she making that time line of tragedy in her studio?  What was the point of it?  Was it a 

legacy to her sister? To her son? To herself? 

18. It is mentioned several times in the book that Marnie and Gil are very much alike.  Did you think 

so?  In what ways?   

19. Why wouldn’t Gil speak?  What was the breakthrough for him?   

20. Why did he decide to take the boat out all by himself? 



21. Why would Diana name her boat after her mother’s?  Did she think she was fated to be just like 

her mother? 

22. Were you shocked at what actually happened in the boating accidents?   Were you surprised at 

the reappearance of their mother?   

23. What do you think really happened the night Diana and Marnie went out on the boat with their 

mother?  Whose memory was correct? 

24. What was going on between Quinn and Marnie?  Did that developing relationship seem 

realistic?  Did Diana seem to care?  Did it make sense that even though it appeared that Quinn 

fell in love with Marnie through Diana’s painting that he even married Diana? 

25. How did you like that ending?  Was that curse broken?  Could it have ended any other way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Southfield Public Library 

General Discussion Questions 

 

 For the person who chose the book – What made you want to read it?  What made you pick it 

for the book club?  Did it live up to your expectations? 

 

 How is the book structured?  First person? Third person? Flashbacks? Narrative devices?  Do you 

think the author did a good job with it? 

 

 How would you describe the author’s writing style?  Concise?  Flowery? How is language used in 

this book?  Read aloud a passage that really struck you.  How does that passage relate to the 

book as a whole? 

 

 How effective is the author’s use of plot twists?  Were you able to predict certain things before 

they happened? Did the author keep you guessing until the end? 

 

 Did the book hold your interest? 

 

 How important is the setting to the story?  Did you feel like you were somewhere else? Did the 

time setting make a difference in the story?  Did the author provide enough background 

information for you to understand the setting and time placement? 

 

 Which is stronger in the book – the characters or the plots? 

 

 Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why? And to whom? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


