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1. Do you think you have to have brother siblings to understand this book? 
 
2. Can you think of other sibling rivalries in history that are not mentioned in the book? 
 
3. Do you think sibling rivalry has a greater impact on brothers or sisters verses any family legacy and 

expectations of the parents or grandparents?  
 
4. The author, George Colt, shares that he and his brothers related to TV shows mostly about brothers 

like My Three Sons and Bonanza (the Cartwrights). Are there any TV families or siblings that you 
remember and or relate to? Examples like The Brady Bunch-“Marsha, Marsha, Marsha”, Everyone 
Loves Raymond-the Barones or Dallas-the Ewings? 

 
5. If you had to pick a famous family or TV siblings that best resembles you and your siblings who would 

it be? 
 

6. Of the siblings described in the book which did you like or dislike? Why? Did you learn anything new 
about any of the historical siblings?  

 
7. How much of parental favoritism influences the rivalry and/or achievement or underachievement in 

siblings? Other psychological and sociological factors include birth order or “the pigeonholing of traits 
and the developing of one’s own niche”.  

 
8. Do you agree with Freud’s statement that the only way to cure sibling rivalry is to be an only child? 

How different is the rivalry of brothers than sisters? In Weird Sisters we read about the sisters’ rivalry. 
Are the Colt brothers different, the same, or just siblings?  

 
9. In a NYT’s review,  a critic said that Colt’s description of his brothers are not as “dynamic characters”, 

that they came off as “bland” which they may not be in real life. Do you think that George Colt 
describes his brothers as full dimensional people?  Were you interested in learning about them? 

 
10. In most of the prominent brother relationships in the book, Colt talks about addictions like 

alcoholism/gambling and mental illness. Is there a connection to his interpretation of sibling rivalry 
and some mental psychosis? Enabling behavior, Obsessive compulsive behavior, etc. 

 
11. What do you think of the structure of the book? Did you find it readable? Regarding the structure, 

was there anything you did not like about how the author chose to tell the story? 
 

12. Colt alternates between historical and scientific material within each chapter. Which part of the 
material did you find most interest? Lest interesting? Historical? Personal? Scientific? 
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General discussion questions 

 

 For the person who chose the book – What made you want to read it?  What made you pick it for 

the book club?  Did it live up to your expectations? 

 

 How is the book structured?  First person? Third person? Flashbacks? Narrative devices?  Do you 

think the author did a good job with it? 

 

 How would you describe the author’s writing style?  Concise?  Flowery? How is language used in 

this book?  Read aloud a passage that really struck you.  How does that passage relate to the 

book as a whole? 

 

 How effective is the author’s use of plot twists?  Were you able to predict certain things before 

they happened? Did the author keep you guessing until the end? 

 

 Did the book hold your interest? 

 

 How important is the setting to the story?  Did you feel like you were somewhere else? Did the 

time setting make a difference in the story?  Did the author provide enough background 

information for you to understand the setting and time placement? 

 

 Which is stronger in the book – the characters or the plots? 

 

 Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why? And to whom? 
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